Mateusz Werner,

Ph.D., born 1970, is a film critic and a philosopher of culture. Graduated from Faculty of
Polish Literature, Warsaw University and The Graduate School for Social Research,
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Recently
lectures at Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University in Warsaw/UKSW and Warsaw School of
Social Sciences and Humanities/SWPS. He lectured as a guest in several academic
institutions: Directing Department, Film School in Lédz (The National University of Film,
Television and Theater in the name of L. Schiller in £6dz; PWSTiTV); The Institute of
Polish Culture, Warsaw University; London Film Academy, BFI Southbank Studio,
London; Yale University, Luce Hall Auditorium, The MacMillan Center; Sam Spiegel Film &
TV School, Jerusalem; Mishkenot Sha’ananim, Jerusalem Cinematheque and Hebrew
University, Jerusalem; Saint-Petersburg Institute of Cinema and Television; Gerasimov
Institute of Cinematography, Higher Courses for Scriptwriters and Directors in Moscow.
Contributing editor of the philosophical quarterly Kronos; www.kronos.org.pl.

Author of a book Facing up to Nihilism. Gombrowicz, Witkacy (Wobec nihilizmu.
Gombrowicz, Witkacy), on the phenomenon of nihilism in literature (Sic! Publishing
House, Warsaw 2009). Recently edited Polish Cinema Now! Focus On Contemporary
Polish Cinema (John Libbey Publishing/IAM, London-Warsaw 2010). Editor of What
Kieslowski Tells Us Today? (Warsaw 2008, in Hebrew) and a series Young Polish Cinema
(Warsaw 2004-2008, in French, German, English, Russian). He edited DVD compilations
Polish Shorts 2008, Polish Shorts 2009.

He was a member of editorial board of Film weekly and Film Around the World
(Film na Swiecie) magazine. He was awarded with the Main Prize of Krzysztof Metrak
Award for best Young Polish Film Critic in 1995. Co-created and compered a popular
television programme The Picture Show about the cinema for Polish public television (TVP
Channel 2). Contributed to international film magazines e.g. Cahiers du cinéma, Close Up
(Italy). Member of Polish Filmmakers Association and The International Federation of Film
Critics FIPRESCI (FIPRESCI Jury Member ofinternational film festivals in Thessaloniki
Rotterdam, Krakdéw, Locarno, Wiesbaden).

Participated as a tutor in several film workshops:

2007- 2010 - Documentary Workshop “Israel-Poland. New Gaze”, Film School
(PWSTITV) in £6dz, Sam Spiegel Film School in Tel Aviv; www.newgaze.info.

2006-2008 - Lecturer and tutor, “March ‘68. Farewells and Returns”, Documentary
Workshop (together with Maciej Drygas and Artur Liebhart), Warsaw University, Tel Aviv
University; devoted to the historical events in March 1968 in Poland. The results of the
workshop have been presented at the exhibition in Horace Richter Gallery in Jaffa (Tel
Aviv, Israel) and in Emigranternas Hus in Goeteborg (Sweden); www.march68.org.

2004-2006 - Tutor and lecturer, “Russia-Poland. New Gaze”, Documentary Workshops,
Eureka Media/Adam Mickiewicz Institute. The result of the workshops are 14
documentary films made by students of Polish and Russian film schools. Awarded at film
festivals in Poland, Russia, USA, Hungary, France, Mexico, Taiwan, Portugal: Seeds by
Wojciech Kasperski, 52 Percent by Rafatl Skalski, The First Day by Marcin Sauter, The
Suburban Train by Maciej Cuske, The Sacred by Aliona Polunina; My Kieslowski by
Irina Wolkowa, Zagorz. Last stop by Julia Ischakowa & Alexander Chernow;
www.newgaze.info.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS


http://www.kronos.org.pl/
http://www.newgaze.info/
http://www.march68.org/
http://www.newgaze.info/

Polish Cinema Now! Focus On Contemporary Polish Cinema. John Libbey
Publishing/IAM, London-Warsaw 2010 (editor and contributor).

Facing Up to Nihilism. Gombrowicz, Witkacy, Sic! Publishing House, Warszawa
2009.
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revisiting the idea of European nihilism, interpreted as a ‘side effect’ of modernity.
The second part analysis how the literary work of two eminent Polish writers of the
20" Century (Witold Gombrowicz and S. I. Witkiewicz) can be perceived as a
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(editor)
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